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Oral Health Activities - NYSDOH Update

Statement from State Health Commissioner Dr. James McDonald on Health Benefits of Water Fluoridation

https://www.health.ny.gov/press/releases/2025/2025-04-14_statement.htm
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Oral Health Activities - NYSDOH Update cont’d.

COVID-19 Health Advisory for Health Professionals Clinical Guidance  

Clinical Guidance and Health Advisories

GLOBAL HANDWASHING DAY 

https://www.health.ny.gov/publications/1594.pdf

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.ny.gov%2Fpublications%2F1594.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CDionne.Richardson%40health.ny.gov%7Cad3308f58fab4bb48a5708de0b320ee5%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638960506808859837%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JOKAij%2BluGn0iwmRnFN4HUYpnOVum0QX0%2BS6Ar0iocg%3D&reserved=0
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CDC  S ta te  Promot ion o f S tr a teg ies  to Advance  Ora l Hea l th  

Focus Ar eas  and  A ct iv i t ies

Community Water 

Fluoridation

Medical Dental 

Integration

Diabetes and Oral Health

Evidence Based 

Preventive Dental 

Services (EPBDS)

Infection Prevention and 

Control (IPC)

Provide Technical 

assistance and 

administrative support to 

Water fluoridation systems.

Report and disseminate data about 

relationships between the oral health of 

adults with diabetes.

Use secondary data analyses and 

program implementation data to expand 

access to EBPDS in populations of focus.

Promote dental IPC resources  with oral health 

staff state HAI program and organizations to 

increase oral health IPC expertise.

Provide NY State DOH 

Sponsored Mini-Grants to 

Community Water systems.

Build and expand partnerships to raise 

awareness about evidence-based 

strategies to integrate medical and dental 

services.

Use partnerships to increase EBPDS 

participation in schools and communities 

that experience barriers to oral health 

care

Compile and disseminate an electronic Safe 

Dental Practice in Schools and Communities 

(IPC Toolkit). 

Work with LHDs to enhance 

monitoring and reporting  

fluoride levels

Co-host  a Public Health Live 

Presentation to discuss MDI to improve 

diabetes and periodontal health

Share data and resources to support 

EBPDS

Promoting CDC and non-CDC IPC training 

resources to support effective IPC in high-

need and other school-based and community 

dental settings, with a focus on CDC 

Foundations training.
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Community Water Fluoridation
Main Activities

- Education and training

- Monitoring and surveillance

Providing Support

- Technical - Providing technical assistance to water systems through NYRWA

- Financial - Drinking Water Fluoridation Grant Recipients – 51

Population 

- Population Served: 13M
- Percentage of population in NYS who receive optimally fluoridated water– 71.6%
(Source: New York State Prevention Agenda)

Fluoridation adjusted water systems (Source CEH, 2024 SDWIS Report):

- 109 community water systems (CWS) adjust fluoride.

- 184 CWS purchase fluoride adjusted water.
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School Based Health Centers in NYS

3/31/20 (Pre-

Pandemic)

9/20/23

(Post-pandemic)

10/01/25

(Post-

pandemic)

Number of Operators 48 41 40

Number of Sites 2,215 2425 2,484

Upstate/Downstate 951/1,264 939/1,486 911/1,573
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Publications and Resources
For more Information on Publications and Links, please visit the 

NYSDOH’s website at

https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/dental/publications.htm

https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/dental/weblinks_oral_health.htm

COVID-19 General Information and the Latest Developments FAQ.

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/frequently-asked-questions-0

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home

covid19vaccine@health.ny.gov

To order Oral Health publications, please use the 

Oral Health Publication Order Form

Contact: ogs.sm.GDC@ogs.ny.gov

https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/dental/publications.htm
https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/dental/weblinks_oral_health.htm
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus.health.ny.gov%2Ffrequently-asked-questions-0&data=05%7C02%7CDhivyaPriya.Vaithiyanathan%40health.ny.gov%7C617768dc89e8418ceb0008de0504b96a%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638953714998285278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XZOlvQrqqkt4W6YPMO%2BtBLcYK11vLvx8BTJmztOwrH4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus.health.ny.gov%2Ffrequently-asked-questions-0&data=05%7C02%7CDhivyaPriya.Vaithiyanathan%40health.ny.gov%7C617768dc89e8418ceb0008de0504b96a%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638953714998285278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XZOlvQrqqkt4W6YPMO%2BtBLcYK11vLvx8BTJmztOwrH4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus.health.ny.gov%2Ffrequently-asked-questions-0&data=05%7C02%7CDhivyaPriya.Vaithiyanathan%40health.ny.gov%7C617768dc89e8418ceb0008de0504b96a%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638953714998285278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XZOlvQrqqkt4W6YPMO%2BtBLcYK11vLvx8BTJmztOwrH4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus.health.ny.gov%2Ffrequently-asked-questions-0&data=05%7C02%7CDhivyaPriya.Vaithiyanathan%40health.ny.gov%7C617768dc89e8418ceb0008de0504b96a%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638953714998285278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XZOlvQrqqkt4W6YPMO%2BtBLcYK11vLvx8BTJmztOwrH4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus.health.ny.gov%2Ffrequently-asked-questions-0&data=05%7C02%7CDhivyaPriya.Vaithiyanathan%40health.ny.gov%7C617768dc89e8418ceb0008de0504b96a%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638953714998285278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XZOlvQrqqkt4W6YPMO%2BtBLcYK11vLvx8BTJmztOwrH4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus.health.ny.gov%2Ffrequently-asked-questions-0&data=05%7C02%7CDhivyaPriya.Vaithiyanathan%40health.ny.gov%7C617768dc89e8418ceb0008de0504b96a%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638953714998285278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XZOlvQrqqkt4W6YPMO%2BtBLcYK11vLvx8BTJmztOwrH4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus.health.ny.gov%2Ffrequently-asked-questions-0&data=05%7C02%7CDhivyaPriya.Vaithiyanathan%40health.ny.gov%7C617768dc89e8418ceb0008de0504b96a%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638953714998285278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XZOlvQrqqkt4W6YPMO%2BtBLcYK11vLvx8BTJmztOwrH4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus.health.ny.gov%2Fhome&data=05%7C02%7CDhivyaPriya.Vaithiyanathan%40health.ny.gov%7C617768dc89e8418ceb0008de0504b96a%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638953714998306111%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Jl6f76kOoc5pFG9r%2BVlwhIbX%2BllbUBn1ZgpRHlNuMtQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:covid19vaccine@health.ny.gov
https://www.health.ny.gov/forms/order_forms/oral_health.pdf
mailto:ogs.sm.GDC@ogs.ny.gov
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Contact Us

Division of Family Health
Dionne J Richardson, DDS, MPH - State Dental Director

email: Dionne.Richardson@health.ny.gov

Palsh Maheshwari, BDS, MBA, MPH – CDC Project Coordinator

email: Palsh.Maheshswari@health.ny.gov

Dhivya Priya Vaithiyanathan, BDS, MDS, MPhil – Volunteer

email: DhivyaPriya.Vaithiyanathan@health.ny.gov

Bureau of Child Health

Oral Health Unit

email: SBHC-L@list.ny.gov

mailto:dionne.richardson@health.ny.gov
mailto:Palsh.Maheshswari@health.ny.gov
mailto:DhivyaPriya.Vaithiyanathan@health.ny.gov
mailto:SBHC-L@list.ny.gov
mailto:SBHC-L@list.ny.gov
mailto:SBHC-L@list.ny.gov
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Thank You
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